	CRESTON VALLEY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

MINUTES

December 2nd, 2024


	A Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association meeting was held on the 2nd day of December, 2024 in the Council Chambers, Town of Creston, 238 – 10th Avenue North, Creston, BC at 7:00 p.m.



	PRESENT:
	Jennifer Huscroft, President
Bev Caldwell, Secretary/Treasurer
Allan Clement
Chisa Jarvis

Brian Fladhamer

Loretta Fladhamer

Nicole Nixon

Donna Cassel (via teleconference)

Clr. Denise Dumas
Donna Clark

Melanie Griffith

Rachel Mendgen



	REGRETS:
	Larry Finley

Marlene Nash

Andreas Kamp (Resource)
Dennis Materi (Resource)


	CALL TO ORDER
	The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  President Huscroft acknowledged that this meeting is being held on the unceded traditional territory of the Yaqan Nukiy within the Ktunaxa Nations.


	AGENDA
	Moved by Brian Fladhamer, seconded by Nicole Nixon
THAT the agenda for the Blossom Festival Association meeting of December 2nd, 2024, be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED



	MINUTES
	Moved by Chisa Jarvis, seconded by Nicole Nixon
THAT the minutes of the November 4, 2024 meeting be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED



	TREASURER REPORT


	Moved by Loretta Fladhamer, seconded by Donna Clark
THAT the financial report by the Treasurer with respect to the current financial status of the Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association, be received.
CARRIED



	CORRESPONDENCE

	No correspondence to report at this time.

	RECRUITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS/ VOLUNTEERS


	Nothing further to report at this time, will discuss further at a meeting in the Spring regarding having a Market space at the Farmers’ Markets in March, April and May 2025.


	THEME FOR 84th (2025) ANNUAL FESTIVAL
	The theme for the 84th Annual Blossom Festival in 2025 will be ‘Love of Farming’, with any publicity highlighting not only animal farming, but fruit, winery, agricultural aspects of the growing industry in the Creston Valley. Rachel and Brian will work on a theme design, to be ready for the committee’s consideration at the January 2025 meeting.  It was decided to go with the pins from 2024 for the 84th Festival, with stickers mover the 83rd on the cards.
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	THEME, Cont’d.


	Local businesses will be encouraged to decorate as per theme, with the possibility of the Blossom Festival Association providing a prize for the ‘Best’ decorated business.  Wild West Drilling gave a $500 cash prize for the best decorated business for the Santa Parade in 2022.  This will be discussed further.


	OPENING CEREMONIES

	Jennifer Huscroft advised that she is looking into a broadway variety type show for the Opening Ceremonies.  The KRSS auditorium has been reserved for May 15th and 16th, 2025. More details to follow at the January 2025 meeting.


	SATURDAY CONCERT

	Brian and Loretta Fladhamer advised that they are still looking for a headliner for the Saturday Concert.  
Moved by Loretta Fladhamer, seconded by Melanie Griffith

THAT the budget for the Saturday Concert on May 17th, 2025 be set at a maximum of $50,000.
CARRIED 


	MIDWAY

	Bev Caldwell advised that a letter has been sent to the Town requesting use of the two parking areas on either side of Millennium Park for use by the midway in 2025.  Approval has been received from the College of the Rockies for a portion of College land.  Once permission from the Town has been received, the midway can be promoted through social media.


	SANTA PARADE FLOAT

	Nicole Nixon has purchased float decorations in the amount of $357.68.  Chisa Jarvis’s father, Karl Lansing will allow us to use his trailer for the Santa Parade, and will pull the float himself.  Our deepest gratitude to him.  Decorating will take place at Chisa’s home at 3133 Erickson Road at 1:00 pm on Thursday, December 5th.  Everyone who can help is asked to be there at that time.


	PARADE
	Nicole Nixon to contact the family of Erin Harris regarding the possibility of Erin being a VIP in the 2025 Parade.  Between Nicole and Rachel, a fillable pdf parade entry form will be developed and placed on the website and for Bev to send out to past parade participants.



	SPONSORSHIP CO-ORDINATOR
	Jennifer Huscroft and Melanie Griffith will approach Zina Kwan to see if she is interested in helping the Blossom Festival Association with grant applications and soliciting sponsorships.



	TEEN DANCE
	The Creston Valley Youth Network and Bev Caldwell are working to find a suitable location to hold the Teen Dance next year, as Millennium Park is not available due to the Midway being at that location.



	PASSPORT/BINGO
	The possibility of hosting a passport/bingo event with the downtown merchants will be discussed at the next meeting.



	TRELLO BOARD
	At the current time Jennifer Huscroft is using the Trello Board program as a ‘to do’ schedule for Festival events, etc.  Rachel Mendgen reported that we are currently using the free version of the program, if we are to progress to paying for an account, it is more cost effective to have one account under the Blossom Festival, but that may not provide easy access to all members as it limits the number of users.  To be discussed further.


	NEW BUSINESS
- EXHIBITION & EVENTS CENTER PROJECT
	Jennifer Huscroft advised that she has received an email from the Creston Valley Chamber of Commerce, requesting representatives from the CV  Blossom Festival Association participate in the Planning Group for an Exhibition and Events Center Project.  Brian and Loretta Fladhamer and Melanie Griffith advised they will review the information provided by the Chamber of Commerce.  No commitments made at this time.
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	NEXT MEETING
	The next meeting of the CV Blossom Festival Committee will be held on Monday, January 6th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.



	ADJOURN
	Moved by Nicole Nixon

THAT the meeting adjourn at 8:02 p.m.                                          CARRIED

________________________________

Jennifer Huscroft, Chair


MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!
